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THE TALK OF THE TOVN
THE JPOMING JCENE

In the Bronc, "Irabu" spells
blis ia an1 language.

gether on the mound, chewing gum
clamped down, mind-set unknown,
hond a sigh, leamd ad boued, cricked
his 1eft leg md duew a called stike to the
Tigers' first-inning leadotr man, Brian
Huter, ending a spons prehpe posibly
unmatched since last montht heavtrcQht
debade h Las Vegas, and beginning a
pleasurable erening s work that matched
all erpectation. 'I wouldn't sel this night
for anlthing," the neu€st and strangest
Yankee celebrity dedared (duough an in-
terpreter) after the game ended--- finan
cial evaluation not to be taken lightly,
coming as it did ftom a rookie who had
signed on for $ 12.8 nillion (fo four pan),
,nd who had enjoyed a tull-scale City Ha1l
photo op with Mayor Giuliani before ever
*rowing (or witnessing) a single pitch to
a rnajorJugue batter. Before lons, he had
dxown nineq e[ht oftlem, sirq one for
strikes Qood for nine strikeouts in six and
two drirds innings), and was allowed to
take his seat, pelted by happy sounds issu
ing ftom 51,901---no, 103,802-tonsiIs,
minus surgery wirh the Yankees ahead,
10-2 (it w"s 10-3 in the end), in an inter-
hemispherical lausher. Just possibll bme
bal's nv era had begu.

After dre Yanks he$ftnybatted mmd
in two nccessive imirys, pe€ling arvay al

; tension, the players and the ecstntic Sta
E dium multidde; -ere fie€ to give ftl at-

-: t€ntion to rlE odrer ewnt of the ewniry,

! which was intemational commurication.
i Aroud the Stadium, fans had been put
E trng oor4n rcns or
f for each habuwhltr on the Stadium fac
? ings, but witlJapanese rruiations: a pair of

ideograms for 'tuileout" in Japrnese, r
terser "K,' in the katakam phonetic alpha-
bet, behhd the loge level in short left.
On the opposite, Ya,rkee side, John De
Somrna and Steve Palladino, a couple of
fans from New Jersey, were hanging
up erds marked f,, one by one, under
the impression that they neant 'stdke

ouC-th{d cribbed ftom a headline in
the BergElR .dltlat moming--$ut t\ey
were politely tipped o{f by some nearby
Japanese-born rooters that it was the
"I' fiom "Inbu.' '.ll\&aterer," opined a
gent in the next row' 'It's the thought

Up in the press box, I was struck dumb
by an exotic forestry ofJapanese appeariry
on the word-processor s,re€n ofa neigh-
bor scribe, Mr. Yoshinori Nakai, of the
Mainichi newspaper chairl ard in a pause
he told m€ tiat the Irabu story w:snt go-
ing to be easy for his readen back hone to
srmlloq since the twenty-eight-year-old
pitcher had turned his back on his old
tean, the Chibe Lotte Marines, while
stubbonny (or prudently) insisting on sign
ing only with the Ya,rkeel 'This is a story
for the l.cunger generation," he said. 'Oth

ers hare . . .'He paused.
"Mixed feelings!' I sugested.
"Ah, ps, 'mixed feelings'l Thanl you.'
In the Yan&ee dubhouse later, Derek

Jeter, the dashing shortstop, was talk
ing to three female Japanese reporters.
'Hideki had r 1ot ofconposure out tiere,"
he said.

" 'Compo*ure,' " said one oftneloug

'You got iq" Jeter said, ard the women
laughed, bending over with happiness.

144rcn the Yanlees came otrthe field
after the postgame handshrkings and
6st bumpings, Manager Joe Tone cut
in front of Irabu, and, with caretul
mime, tipped his cap toward the fans.
Irabu, a quick study, caught on and
tipped his---nd won a last, ftll-ttuoated
roar of appreciation. -RocER ANGELL

THE PICTURE.'

Star treatment for 
"Men in

Blar&" \ sixlegged extras.
rfaHE villain jn the movie
I 'Men in Black ;s a gjmr

cockoach from another gal
ary. The filrn, consistent with
movies dating back to 'Them"

(1954), taka a fan! traditional approach
to imect dllainp '8ugs tlrirc on carnage,"
'Men in Black' 's 

fuent K Gormy Ltr
Jone$ sap in one scene. 'They consume,
infest, md desloy. Theylive ofrlre death
and decay of other species.' Though tle
film rnay demonize roaches, the dnector,
Barry Somenfeld, vaats to make it dear
that he and his crew \rent to geat parns to
show respect for t}re livirg roaches on the
set .\Me alwa)6 had to have people tiere
6om the American Humane Association,"
Sonnenfeld said recendy ftom a poolside
phone at the Hotel Bel Air. 'In each shot
nt had to tell them how mary roaches ne
wtre using. So ifwe had eighE roaches
coming out ofa Dumpster they would ac-
turly coult-lVer€ stil missing three,
gup' andwedlxshootingattendrousand
dollan an hour, lookhg for dree roaches.'

Needles to say, when AgentJ (\4411
Smith) crushes a number ofroaches un-
derfoot late in the movie, those are stunt
doubla. 'It4ustard pacls," Sornenfeld said.
Youle allowed to step on mustard pack
because at the moment there's no musturd-
defanution league. We also had hundreds

Ni"n-1'#
deki Irabu, feet to-


