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"ltyl 
ikhait s. Gorbachev has never

seemed lonelier than he did last weekl'
New York Tirnes correspondent Bill Keller
reported early this year. In his piece on
the Soviet leader's first 1990 trip to Lith-
uania, Keller really put you there-not
just on the scene but up real close. Gorba-
chev, he said, was a man "pleading for the
wayward republic to trust him, help him,
save him, by preserving the unionl'

Call it perestroika of the press or a kind-
er, gender media, but an awful lot of re-
porters seem to have developed an uncanny
ability to read Gorby's mind. And more
than that, they really care about the guy.

Pundits Vho Knota Beyond a
Shadaw of a Doubt:

"The biaer and frustrating experience of
the Russians for the last decade in Afghan-
istan was doubtless in Gortocha's mind at
the Communist Party Congressl- George
McGovern, Foreign Afairs, 1987-88

"Soviet problems with ethnic unrest will
doubtless be very much on Gorfoche's mind
this weeki'-Tlrne, March 21, 1988

"Uppermost in Mr. Gorfochev's mind wos
cleorly Nikita Khrushchev's coup ofJune
1957!'-The Sunday Tblegraph, October 2,
1988

"Expanding trade and expanding invest-
ment. . . is certoinly v€ty much on Mr. Gor-
bochw's mindi'-John Whitehead, depury
secretary of State, December 6, 1988

"The cost of defense has long been on
Mr. Gorbochev's mindl'-Tbe Christian Sci-
ence Monitoti February 3, 1989

"[The Ukraine's] economic importance
cleorly preys on Mikhoil Gorbochw's mindl'
-JeffThimble, U.S. Netus €z Vorld kport,
April3, 1989

"The hulking Soviet economy, groping
toward modernity, is never for from Gor-
bochev's mindl'-The Christian Science Moni'

tor, June 20, 1989

Pundits \Vho Think They Know:
"In Gorbachev's mind lthe American

military-industrial complexl seems to be
both all-powerful and [motivated] by an
implacable hostiliry to the Sovier{'-Time,

January 4, 1988
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"The thought that he would be treated
as less than equal has prcbobly never
crossed Gorbachev's mindl'- Henry Kis-
singer, as quoted in The lVashington Post,

June 4, 1988
"The paradoxical gist of it all, if I om

rcoding Me Gorbochw's mind correctly, is
char the parry should continue to run
things but with more checks and bal-
ances: not so many, of course, that it
might lose powerl'-The Daily Tblegrapb,
November 28, L988

"To get rid of American influence. ls it
wholly unworthy to suggest that some such
thought may be going through Mr. Gor-
bachev's mind?"-The Sunday Tblegrapb,
November 5, 1989

Ladies and Gentlenen, Michael Dobbs,Jour-
nal is t. Psych ic, N earobiologis t :

"In Gorbachev's mind, everything is in-
terconnectedl'- Michael Dobbs, Tbe Vath-
ington Post, July 7, 1989

"In Gorbachev's mind, foreign pol-
icy and domestic policy are closely con-
nectedl'- Michael Dobbs, Tbe lVashington

Parl. December I, 1989

Meanuthile, as Usaal, tbe Souiets
Lag Far Behind:

"Even Central Committee aides in
Moscow admit that no one can read Gor-
bachev's mindl'-Dimitri Simes, Nezrr-
day, October 7, 1988

'Vith 
a Feu Exceptions:

"I couldnt read Mr. Gorbachev's mind
as to what his motives might bel'- Ronald
Reagan (Reuters),January Il, 1989

Vben HeJ Tired:
"Gorbachev looked tired ond somewhot

drown as he stepped out of his special
Soviet Zil limousine in front of the IJTest

German presidential palacel'- Roy Gut-
man, Neusday, Jtne 13, 1989

"tooking tired ond grim, Gorbachev
said that deadly ethnic riots that have
broken out recently are still'isolated seats'
of violencej'-Alison Mitchell, Neutsday,

July 2, L989
'Addressing the nation in sorrowful

tones ond looking tired, Gorbachev said
the Kremlin had exhausted all peaceful
meansl'- Michael Dobbs, The lVasbington
Post, Janwary 21, 1990

"President Mikhail Gorbachev looked
tired but in high spirits as he cast his
vote'.'-Financial Tines, March 5, 1990

Vhen He\ Cranky:
"In responsg an incensed Gorbachev

defended Ligachev as being dedicated to
the cause of perestroika'.'-$/illiam Droz-
diak, The'lVashington Post,Match 14, 1989

"[Starkov'sJ troubles began October
13...when an irote Gorbachev called a
meeting of senior Soviet editors and
broadcasters. The Soviet president loshed
into the most daring practitioners of glas-
nos t'.' - AIison Mitchell, N ews day, October
25. 1989

"Gorbachev was visibly onnoyed by
Sakharov's proposal for a debate [on] the
parry's political monopolyl'-Vincent J.
Schodolski, Chicago Tribune, December
13. 1989

"Gorbachev was incensed to be con-
fronted by a Lithuanian nationalist."
-Mary McGrory, The Vasbington Post,

January 21,1990

'Vben 
HeJ Not Sure How He Feels:

"Gorbachev seems confused, ond often
ongered, by the rise ofnationalism under
his watchl'-David Remnick, Tbe \Vasb-
ington Post, May 10, 1989

"Gorbachev has been enormously frus-
troted by the Nagorno-Karabakh disputel'
- Esther B. Fein, The Neu York Tines, Au-
gust 27, 1989

"Gorbachev may be confused but does
not appear worriedl'- Gregory F. Thever-
ton, Lot Angeles Times, September 18, 1989

'According to an elected official who
has seen him recently, 'Gorbachev is up-
set, unstoble, unlike himself of a year

agol"-\Tilliam Safi rg The New York Times,
October 19,1989

"For years Mikhail Gorbachev was
deeply worried about the terrible shape of
the Soviet economy. And he still isl'-Abe
Mellinkoff, San Francisco Cbronicle, De-
cember II,1989

-Dauid Shenk


